
ST CATHERINE’S TRUST 
FOR TRADITIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

 

Newsletter No. 15, Spring 2013 

Our Events in 2013 

FAMILY RETREAT 
Fri 5th–Sun 7th April 

Oratory School, 

Oxfordshire 

WEEKEND  

CHANT COURSE 
With the Gregorian Chant  

Network, running alongside the 

Family Retreat, 5th–7th April 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
Sun 21st-Sun 28th July 

Pantasaph Retreat Centre 

North Wales 

LATIN COURSE  

FOR ADULTS 
With the Latin Mass Society, 

running alongside the Summer 

School, Mon 22nd-Sat 27th July. 

Application 

forms enclosed: 

apply now! 

Summer School 2012 
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FAMILY  

RETREAT  

5th-7th APRIL 
 

The Retreat will be led 

this year by Fr John 

Hunwicke of the Ordi-

nariate of Our Lady of 

Walsingham. 

As last year, the Re-

treat falls after Easter, 

on Low Sunday Week-

end.  

 The Venue is the Ora-

tory School, Oxfordshire, 

which is between Oxford and 

Reading. The closest railway 
station is Goring and Streat-

ley, which is only a few 

minutes out of Reading. The 
Oratory School is a Catholic 

boarding school for boys, and 

has plenty of comfortable ac-

commodation, good food, and 
two chapels where the 

Blessed Sacrament is re-

served.  

 The Retreat is open to all, even those without children! We do make special provi-

sion for children, supervising activities for different age groups to enable parents to attend 

the spiritual conferences without distractions. 

 The Retreat includes a Traditional Sung or Solemn Mass each day, Compline on 

Friday and Saturday evenings, Vespers and Benediction on Saturday, and a Marian pro-

cession through the school grounds (from one chapel to the other). 

 As well as the devotions and spiritual conferences, the Retreat is a great social occa-
sion, especially over tea on Saturday afternoon, when there is a very popular bookstall 

provided by St Philip’s Books of Oxford. Including children, it is attended by about 150 

people from all 

over the UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solemn Mass in the main chapel at the Oratory 

School, for the Family Retreat 

Marian procession at the Family Retreat 



SUMMER SCHOOL,       

21th-28th JULY 
 

In 2013 we will again be in the Fran-

ciscan Retreat Centre at Pantasaph, 

near Holywell in North Wales, a his-

toric Catholic venue with a Pugin 

chapel. 

 Pantasaph is set in some lovely Welsh 

countryside, close to the shrine of St Wine-

fride’s Well. It is well connected, with motor-

ways running from the South, North and West 
meeting near Chester, and good roads from 

there to Holywell.  

 The Summer School is a wonderful op-
portunity for children aged 11 to 18 to experience 

teaching on a wide range of subjects from our enthu-

siastic volunteer staff, including our priests, Fr An-
drew Southwell and Fr Thomas Crean OP, and (we 

hope) a seminarian. The children meet like-minded 

youngsters from all over the country, and beyond. 

 As well as Catechism, a wide range of subjects 
are covered including history, art, philosophy, Latin, 

Greek, and Chant and Sacred Polyphony. There are 

talks in the evenings from visiting speakers, trips to 
places of local interest, and many activities. There are 

opportunities for walks in the countryside, football, 

and sewing. Each Summer School has a staged read-
ing of a radio play, performed by about half of the 

children, and a lively quiz for everyone on the topics 

learnt in the course of the week. The final Mass, at-

tended by parents collecting their children, includes 
polyphony practised during the week by a group of 

students. 

 The St Catherine’s Trust Summer School, sup-
ported by the Latin Mass Society, is a unique event, 

and has been going since 2005. 

To help our planning, please book early. 

Fr Southwell taking a class at the Summer School at Pantasaph  

Asperges at Sunday Mass in the chapel of St David, Pantasaph 



WEEKEND CHANT 

COURSE 5th–7th 

APRIL  

The course, which runs 

alongside the Family Retreat 

at the Oratory School, will be 

led Dr Christopher Hodkin-

son, a Director of the Schola 

Gregoriana of Cambridge 

founded by the late Dr Mary 

Berry, and Paul Kolb. 

 The Gregorian Chant Network is an umbrella 

group for choirs singing chant; the course is adminis-
tered by the St Catherine’s Trust. Those coming on 

the Chant course have their own boarding house at the 

Oratory School, and as well as the chant tuition they 
receive they have the opportunity to sing at the litur-

gies of the Retreat: Mass, Vespers and Benediction, 

and Compline. This gives participants a chance to 
sing a wide range of chant, including Psalm tones, 

Office hymns, and complex Mass propers. 

 We have two chant tutors, so the group can be 

divided for part of the time, allowing those with dif-

ferent levels of experience to get the most out of the 

course. 

LATIN COURSE FOR ADULTS 

22nd-27th JULY (MON-SAT) 
 

Following the success of the 2012 Latin 

Course for Adults, we are organising an-

other, with the same tutors: Fr John Hun-

wicke of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of 

Walsingham, and Br Richard Bailey of the  

Manchester Oratory. 

 The course will run from Monday to Saturday, 

to facilitate the participation of priests. It is an inten-
sive course, with its own accommodation in the St 

Winefride’s Guest House in Holywell, which is run 

by the Bridgettine Sisters, while teaching and lunch is 
at Pantasaph. The Latinists will be able to attend the 

daily Missa Cantata which is part of the Summer 

School’s timetable. 

 In addition to language teaching the course par-

ticipants will have talks on Gregorian Chant, the Latin 

liturgy, and Latin in philosophy and poetry. 

 Fr John Hunwicke taught Latin at Lancing Col-
lege for thirty years, and as an Anglican Vicar, of St 

Thomas the Martyr in Oxford, maintained a blog, ‘Fr 

Hunwicke’s Liturgical Notes’. He came into full com-
munion with the Holy See in the context of the Ordi-

nariate. His knowledge of Latin, and experience as a 

teacher, are unrivalled. 

 Br Richard Bailey was a Classics scholar at 
Oxfore, and is pursuing his vocation at the Manches-

ter Oratory, where the Traditional Mass is said every 

Sunday. 

The Latin Mass Society’s Latin coursebook, ‘Simpli-

cissimus’, is used as an aid in the course, and all par-

ticipants are given a copy. 

Chant training in 2012 

Latinists at lunch with Fr Hunwicke 






