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St Catherine’s Trust Secretary: John Tennant; Newsletter Editor: Joseph Shaw 

����������������������������� ���
� �

�� �� ����� �������
� �� �� �� ��������������� !"�
�

#�
	�$ �� ������ ������ ��%&"��
� �� '�� �� ��(�� ��)*���+������*!"������



 

2 

     Mass and 
Compline on 
the opening 
day was ac-
companied by 
a group of 
p ro fessional 
singers, who 
sang a Pal-
estrina Mass 
and, at Com-
pline, a poly-
phonic Regina 
Caeli. For the rest of the 
Retreat the singers on the 
chant course sang the 
Mass propers and joined 
in the Common and with 
Vespers and Compline, 
and the Marian hymns 
and the Litany of Loreto 

we sang during the procession. 
    Including the singers, 150 people attended the Re-
treat. It  is by far the biggest residential event in the Tra-
dit ional Catholic calendar in the UK, and an unique op-
portunity for families to meet each other and give each 
other mutual support. Please note the date for next year.. 
8-10th April 2011, which is the weekend of Passion 
Sunday, the Sunday before Palm Sunday. 
 
 

GREGORIAN  CHANT  
COURSE 
The experimental chant course taken last year 
by Nick Gale was such a success that it has 
been adopted by the newly-formed Gregorian 
Chant Network as its flagship training event. 

FAMILY  RETREAT  REPORT  
This year’s Family Retreat was the first at the 
Oratory School, which as we anticipated was 
an excellent venue. The Retreat was the only 
event taking place there, so we had the dining 
room and other facilities to ourselves. We had 
not one but two Catholic chapels which we 
could use, and plenty of other spaces to use for 
different groups. 
     Fr Andrew Southwell was joined for most of the Re-
treat by Fr Thomas Crean OP. Fr Crean said Low Mass 
in the Dominican Rite on Saturday morning and heard a 
great many confessions, while Fr Southwell gave his 
spiritual conferences. A good number of volunteers 
were able to supervise children’s activit ies, for both 
older and younger groups of children, which included 
making banners for the Marian procession which we 
had through the school grounds, from one chapel to the 
other, and an Easter Egg hunt.                                 

Front Cover: 
Marian Procession.
Top Left: The Proces-
sion concludes in the 
Old Chapel. 
Top Right: Nick Gale 
with the singers. 
Below, left: Southwell 
Books’ bookstall.
Below, right: Mass in 
the New Chapel. 
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     The GCN was founded 
with the support of the 
Latin Mass Society, the St 
Catherine’s Trust and a 
number of other groups to 
promote Gregorian Chant. 
While most training events 
are one-day events, the 
Family Retreat is an ideal 
opportunity to have a three-
day event with Mass, Ves-
pers, Compline, Benedic-
t ion and, this year, a proces-

sion, laid on. While minimis-
ing administration costs it 
benefits both the singers and 
those attending the Retreat, 
since the singers are able to 
accompany the liturgy. 
     The course was more than 
twice the size of last year’s, with 30 singers. Nick Gale, 
the Director of Music at Southwark Cathedral, was 
again the course director, but this year he was joined by 
his colleague Mark Johnson. This enabled them to di-
vide the singers into the more and less experienced for 
some sessions. 
     The Gregorian Chant Network includes more than 
twenty scholas from all over the UK; their next event 
will be a one-day workshop at Portsmouth Cathedral on 
12th June, to be led by Abbot Cuthbert Brogan, assisted 
by Christopher Hodkinson of the Schola Gregoriana of 
Cambridge. Please see their website: 

www.gregorianchantnetwork.org 
Email: chantnetwork@gmail.com 

 
 

SUMMER  SCHOOL  2010 
The dates this year are 1st-8th August; it will take 
place at Ardingly College in Sussex. 

 
This is a unique opportunity for children 
to have a supplement to their education 

from a team of enthusiastic Catholic teachers, in 
the context of traditional liturgy and catechesis. 
Don’t miss out! 
 

Please book in good time! We try to accommodate 
those booking after the deadline, but we need to tell 
Ardingly how much space we need in good time. 
 

The deadline is 15th June! 
 

And please give us your financial support! The 
Summer School relies on donations. A big ‘thank 
you’ to those, including the LMS, who have al-
ready contributed. 

Front Cover: Our 
Marian Procession. 

: The Proces-
sion concludes in the 

Nick Gale 
 

: Southwell 
Books’ bookstall. 

: Mass in 
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LATIN  COURSE FOR ADULTS  
 
As already announced in the last 
Newsletter, this year a Latin Course 
for adults will run alongside the 
Summer School, in separate accom-
modation on the same site. 
     The course is focused on liturgical 
Latin, and its goal is to give beginners 
enough Latin to follow the Ordinary of the 
Mass; more advanced students will be able 
to tackle the more complex Latin of the propers and of 
the Vulgate Bible. 
     The course is being directed by Philip Goddard, au-
thor of ‘A Plain Man’s Guide to the Tradit ional Roman 

Rite of Mass’. Under 
his guidance the stu-
dents will be divided 
into beginners and 
more advanced stu-
dents, taught by different tutors. 
     It  will be an intensive course, in which 
a great deal of progress should be possi-
ble. The beginners’ course will be based 
on ‘Simplissimus’, the Latin course pro-
duced for the Latin Mass Society by Dr 
Carol Byrne, of which a revised and cor-
rected edit ion has just been published. 
This course uses phrases and passages 
from the tradit ional Mass for all its exer-
cises, and concludes with a fascinating 
analysis of the structure of the Collects of 
the Mass, and the changes in vocabulary 
between the ancient collects and the ones 
re-written for the New Mass. 

Left: Mass in the 
New Chapel. 
Below: The 
Easter Egg hunt. 
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